
I 
(Frurrt the-U. S. Dep2rtm’ent cf ,#qricultv.re, Forest Scrvic8.f 

I 

The Department nf Agriculture is taking action, through 

the !3iologicr;l Survey and the F@r4st Service, tn combat a serious 

wave of rtzbies infection nf wild md doze:,tic anim!iis that is in 

danger of becoming- widespread in the far Yest. The fat t thht the 

extensive dissemination of the disease is taking plzcc through the 

agency of coyotes makes the situation a difficult one to meet. 

Outhretiks of r2bies among coyotes hzve been noted from 

time to tine for several years in parts of RGshington, Oregon, 

and northern Idaho s and the Forest Service unde.rtook last year 

to. aid in bringing the disease under control by employing hunters 

to make w2r on coyotes in the National Forests of some infected 

‘locc~.litie,s, 
_ . I  - - . . _  -  

Since, however, 
__ ~_-. 

the coyotes breed in the foothills 

and arounh the outskirts of the Forests, a more comprehensive 

campaign is ccilled ‘for. 

The er?,dicztion of coyotes in sparsely settled or 

rough Country is s?id to be an exceedingly difficult t.ask. Inas- 

much ?s these o.nims.ls cre :?lv!:~,ys a source of consider*able lcsses 
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ta the Jivestack industry- ai ihe %‘cst, Congress last y&ar prcI- 

and TYashington and rl’3r’Lh;lrA? idd~o, in 3 region surrounded by 

neturzl barrier; ~a?!! clh tei7d2.o to confine the outbreak, Domes- , 
tic animals ‘~3 humon beins;:; 37ere bitten, and a good deal of 

. alarm ~:as : m2~lfcoted by P?Si. ‘dents of the infected districts, 

iflZ?ILy Of VClOr;! feared fcr the safety of their cI;ildren on the ( 

roads to and .f ram school!. . The disease is now, reported as hav- 

ing extended in$o northern Nevada and northern California, whence 

it may e2sii.y 32 czrrled Pa?-, 

The Forest Service, the ‘Biologiazl Survey, and the 
\ 

State Eoard of He21 ;12 are norking together to meet the sit.uation 
\ 

in Californ?.s. I<,‘:. d -l IL r: znd L?,ssen counties have been put under 
l 

qusrnnt in c hy tj1e s”,ate Eo3.iY3, which h:-:s zppbinted forest rang- 

ers inzpeczcc; in 3~cdoc Ccunty. Funds have been provided by the .’ 

BiologiczB Survey for -the employment of ndditional men end the 
_~ ~~~~ ~~-- 

purchrz.se of traps and poison. The public will be enlisted in 

the c~~~pzigr~, whi’ch will be led by the Biological Survey offi- 

cials 2nd the forest r:?ngers. 


